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COMMUNICATION 

The European Patent Office herewith transmits the partial European search report under Rule 46(1) 
EPC relating to the above-mentioned European patent application. 

Copies of the documents cited in the search report are enclosed. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the following: 

The search Division informs the applicant that if the European search report is also to cover 
inventions other than the invention first mentioned in the claims, a further search fee must be 
paid for each of these inventions, within ONE MONTH after notification of this communication. 

If the application has been filed up to 30 June 1999, the search fee in force before 01 July 
1999 (EUR 869,-) or the equivalent applicable on the date of payment is payable. 
This applies also to the search fees requested under Rule 46(1) EPC. 
See also OJ EPO 06/1999, 405. 

r— j The abstract was modified by the Search Division and the definitive text is attached to the 



present communication. 

Addition 
as well. 



j— [ Additional set(s) of copies of the documents cited in the European search report is (are) enclosed 



Note to users of the" aufomatTc debiting procedure: 

Unless the EPO receives prior instructions to the contrary, the search fee(s) will be debited on 
the last day of the period for payment. For further details see the Arrangements for the automatic 
debiting procedure, Supplement to OJ EPO 02/1999. 
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Application Number 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1. Claims: 1,2,6,7 

Auxiliary teeth formed in a slot between adjacent ones of 
coils wound around main teeth, the shape of the auxiliary 
teeth being such as to fill a gap between adjacent ones of 
said coils, to effectively conduct heat from the coils to 
the stator core and reduce vibrations. 

2. Claims: 1,3-7 

Auxiliary teeth formed in a slot between adjacent ones of 
coils wound around main teeth, the lengths of said auxiliary 
teeth being set to adjust torque and/or cogging amount of 
the motor. 

After having taken the prior art into consideration, it appears that the 
subject-matter of these two groups of claims relate to different 
concepts in the sense of Article 82 EPC (lack of unity a posteriori, 
Guidelines B VII 1.3). The provision of auxiliary teeth between main 
teeth carrying coils (claim 1) is well known in the art: the concepts 
expressed in said two grous of claims are thus linked only by the fact 
that they are used in a known electric motor. In the first group of 
claims the auxiliary teeth fill the gap between coils to conduct heat 
and avoid vibrations, whilst in the second group of claims the lengths 
of the auxiliary teeth a set in order to adjust the torque and/or the 
cogging amount of the electric motor. 

The link between the inventions required by Article 82 EPC must be a 
technical relationship which finds expression in the claims in terms of 
the same or corresponding special technical features (features that 
define a contribution that the claimed invention considered as a whole 
makes OVER the prior art). Guidelines CI I I 7.2, 7.8(second paragraph) 
and Rule 30(1) . 

In the present application there is no single general inventive concept 
in the sense of Article 82 EPC between the above-mentioned two groups of 
claims, the above-entioned requirements being thus not met. 
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